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By this method every word will have its hiftorv 
and the reader will be informed of the gradual 
changes of the language, and have before his eyes 
the rife of forae words, and the fall of others. But 
observations fo minute and accurate are to be defired 
rather than expected, and if ufe be carefully fupplied 
cunoiity rnuft fometimes bear its difappointments. 

This, my Lord, is my idea of an Englilh dictio- 
nary, a didionary by which the pronunciation of 
our language may be fixed, and its attainment fa- 
cilitated; by which its purity may be preferved, its 
ufe afcertained, and its duration lengthened. And 
though, perhaps, to correct the language of nations 
by books of grammar, and amend their manners by 
difcourfes of morality, may be tafks equally difficult ; 
yet as it is unavoidable to wilh, it is natural likewife 
to hope, that your Lordlhip's patronage m,ay not be 
wholly loft ; that it may contribute to the prefervation 
of antient, and the improvement of modern writers; 
that it may promote the reformation of thofe tranftators, 
who for want of underftanding the characteriftical 
difference of tongues, have formed a chaotic dialect of 
heterogeneous phrafes; and awaken to the care of purer 
diction, fome men of genius, whofe attention to ar- 
gument makes them negligent of ftile, or whofe rapid 
imagination, like the Peruvian torrents, when it brings 
down gold, mingles it with find. 
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We are taught by the great 
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S triumph from a conteft with united academies and 
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I expeft that fometimes the defire of accuracy, will 
ur<re me to fuperfluities, and fometimes the fear ot 
prolixity betray me to omiffions ; that in the extent 
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